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MISSION 
 

To train lifelong independent learners and researchers using holistic child-centered 
Montessori, inquiry-based and approach. Train children to become active 
participants in their own development, and help them to realize their full potential as intelligent, 
creative whole persons. 

 
 

VISION 
To breed a generation of God-fearing elites who are conscious of the rights of their 
Creator and the other creatures they have to interact with on the long journey of 
life. We crave for the BEST of both Worlds. 

 
 

OUR CORE VALUES 
 

Exploration to satisfy innate curiosity: Children are encouraged to learn through 
physical exploration of their environment, repeating activities until achieving 
mastery. 

 

Academic excellence: A prepared Montessori environment allows children to be 
challenged at their own developmental level and experience the freedom to 
progress at their individual pace. 

 

Critical thinking for meeting shared community goals and collaborative 
problem-solving: The uncompromising respect for self, others, and the 
environment emphasized in the Montessori Method fosters lifelong commitment 
to society. 

 

Building personal competence: Reinforcing learning through inner discipline and 
encouragement of self-identified errors to promote the development of 
confident, well-adjusted people ready to take their places as capable, informed 
leaders and meaningful contributors to the adult world.



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
As Salaamu alaykum wa RahmatuLlahi wa Barakatuhu 

 
This guide provides parents with an overview of our curriculum and the skills the 
students will acquire in Arabic language arts, Quran, English language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and cosmic. It will also serve as resource in 
helping you to understand our early years and elementary instructional program. 
Our program is supportive and nurturing; it will also motivate and challenge our 
students to achieve individual greatness. 

 

Education is a collaborative effort between the school and the home, we 
recognize parents as a child’s first teacher and that they have an inherent role in 
their child’s learning. We strongly believe that parental involvement in education 
is the foundation for increased academic achievement of students. 

 

I hope this guide will provide parents with the resources to become collaborative 
partners with Almalja Montessori School and the Muslim community. 

 

JazakumuLlahu Khairan 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM 
 
The Early Childhood program consists of four distinct groupings: crèche 1 (4 
months to 12 months), crèche 2 (18 months to 2 years), and Preschool (2 to 3 
years), Nursery (4 years to 5 years). 

 
Our Early Childhood Program is based upon the following beliefs: 

 
 Children learn best by doing (hands-on activities) 
 Children benefit from a variety of indoor/outdoor, structured/unstructured, 

developmentally appropriate educational activities that allow each child to 
learn at their own pace 

 For children, play is work and is a foundational element to their learning 
 Each child is unique; therefore teachers respect each child’s special 

qualities 
 Development of the whole child is highly valued 

 
The proper foundation of learning in these beginning years is important to the 
continuous growth and unlocking of a child’s potential. The prepared 
environment encourages spontaneous activity in education, the process by which 
the child struggles to unfold his own highest and best intellectual, emotional, and 
social development through choice of work, concentration and focus, 
independence and collaboration within a self-managing classroom. The classroom 
is dynamic in that children are encouraged to move around to make choices of 
activity, as opposed to desk-bound activities. Our curriculum is designed to 
address the psychological characteristics of children in the second plane of 
development, which include a stronger capability of effort and concentration, an 
immense desire for knowledge, a stronger need to satisfy intellectual curiosity, 
development of the powers of imagination, and heightened social exploration. 



The areas of development around which our curriculum is organized are as 
follows: 

 

Social: to help children feel comfortable in school, trust their new environment, 
make friends, and feel they are a part of the group 

 

Emotional: to help children experience pride and self-confidence, develop 
independence and self-control, and have a positive attitude toward learning 

 

Cognitive: to help children become confident learners by letting them try out 
their own ideas and experience success, and by helping them acquire learning 
skills such as the ability to solve problems, ask questions, and use words to 
describe their ideas, observations, and feelings 

 

Physical: to help children increase their fine and gross motor skills and feel 
confident about what their bodies can do 

 

Spiritual: to help children develop a positive feeling about Allah and who they are 
as Muslims 

 

OUR CORE CURRICULUM 
 
Almalja preschool and elementary program includes the following key curricular 
areas: Sensorial, English Language Arts, Mathematics and Geometry, Geography, 
Earth and Physical Science, Biology, History/Social Science, Arts and Crafts, Islamic 
Education and etiquettes, Practical Life, and Health and Physical Education. 

 

The elementary program we offer will cover the following: 
 
 Presentation of the formal scientific language of zoology, botany, biology, 

geography, geology, etc., exposing the child to accurate, organized 
information. 

 The use of timelines, pictures, charts, and other visual aids to provide a 
linguistic and visual overview of the principles of each discipline. 

 A mathematics curriculum presented with practical, hands-on materials 
that simultaneously reveal arithmetic, geometric, and algebraic 
correlations. 

 Emphasis on open-ended research, self-directed reading, and in-depth 
study using primary and secondary sources as well as other materials. 

 



 
 

PRACTICAL LIFE 
The Montessori curriculum encourages children from a very young age to become 
independent, self-reliant learners. This area of the curriculum focuses on 
developing skills that allow the child to effectively control and deal with the social 
and physical environment in which he lives. There is a growing pride in being able 
to "do it for myself." Practical life begins as soon as the young child enters school 
and continues throughout the elementary curriculum to more and more 
advanced tasks appropriate to the oldest students. 
Examples of early tasks for 3-5-year-olds include pouring liquids without spilling, 
carrying objects without dropping, walking without knocking into furniture or 
people, using scissors with good control, using simple carpentry tools, putting 
materials away on the shelves where they belong when finished, dusting, 
polishing and washing items, sweeping, flower arranging, caring for plants and 
animals, table manners, folding cloth napkins, using common household tools, 
simple food preparation, weaving, bead stringing, etc. This process continues 
logically. The older students will learn such practical tasks as the following: 

 
 
 Caring for animals. 

 
 
 Sewing. 

 
 
 Working with tools. 

 
 
 Making simple repairs. 

 
 
 Getting around on their own: buses, cabs, walking safety. 
 

 Making consumer purchase decisions, comparison shopping, and 
budgeting. 

 
 
 Maintaining a checkbook. 

 
 
 Earning spending money. 

 
 
 Mastering test-taking strategies. 

 
 
 Caring for young children. 

 
 
 Interior decorating. 

 



 
 Furniture refinishing. 

 
 
 Running a small business enterprise 

 

SENSORIAL 
Sensorial exploration of plane and solid figures begins at the Montessori preschool 
level (ages 3 to 6). The children learn to recognize the names and basic shapes of 
plane and solid geometry through manipulation of special wooden geometric 
insets. They then learn to order them by size or degree. Some of the topics 
included in the geometry curriculum are presented below. 

 
 
 Stage I: Basic geometric shapes. 

 
 
 Stage II: More advanced plane geometric shapes-triangles, polygons, 

various rectangles and irregular forms. 
 
 
 Stage III: Introduction to solid geometric forms and their relationship to 

plane geometric shapes. 
 
 
 Study of the basic properties and definitions of the geometric shapes. This 

is essentially as much a reading exercise as mathematics since the 
definitions are part of the early language materials. 

 
 
 Convex and concave polygons. 

 
 Solving problems involving perimeter, area. 

 
 
 More advanced study of the nomenclature, characteristics, measurement 

and drawing of the geometric shapes and concepts such as points, line, 
angle, surface, solid, properties of triangles, circles, etc., including 
congruence, similarity, equality, and equivalence. 

 
 
 The history of applications of geometry. 

 
 
 The theorem of Pythagoras 

 
 
 The calculation of area and volume. 

 
 
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Almalja Montessori environment will provide for rich and precise language 
development by allowing each child to discover and explore these properties 
themselves. The Montessori classroom materials for Reading and Language Arts 
make up the bulk of the Montessori prepared reading and language environment. 
These materials have been scientifically designed and tested. 
The Montessori curriculum provides many challenging opportunities for readers 
of different levels. 
The following discussion presents a brief overview of the core curriculum in the 
areas of English language arts. 
 
Pre-reading 
The total environment of a Montessori preschool class creates and reinforces in 
young children a spontaneous interest in learning how to read. The curriculum 
encourages them to love learning about reading and stories with activities such as 
rhymes, finger play, and poem. Montessori students normally develop a highly 
sophisticated vocabulary and command of the English language. They are taught 
through many early approaches to listen for and recognize the individual phonetic 
sounds in words. They are introduced to literature by reading aloud and 
discussing a wide range of classic stories and poetry. Even the youngest students 
recognize the shape and phonetic sounds of the alphabet through “sandpaper 
letters,” a tactile alphabet. All of this early training creates the basis for the 
Montessori reading program in the elementary years. 

 

Reading 
 The development of the concept that written words are actual thoughts set 

down on paper. 
 
 
 Sounding out simple three or four-letter phonetic words. 

 
 
 Early exercises to practice reading and to gain the concept of a noun: 

labeling objects with the written name tags, mastering increasingly 
complex words by naming things that interest them, such as dinosaurs, the 
parts of a flower, geometric shapes, the materials in the classroom, etc. 

 
 
 Learning to recognize verbs: exercises in which the child reads a card with a 

verbal “command” printed out (such as run, sit, walk, etc.) and 
demonstrates his understanding by acting it out. As the child's reading 
vocabulary increases, verbal commands involve full sentences and multiple 
steps: "Place the mat on the table and bring back a red pencil. 



 Reading specially selected or prepared small books on topics that really 
interest the child, such as in science, geography, nature or history. 

 
 
 Interpretive reading for comprehension. 

 
 
 Regular use of reference books for both research and pleasure. 

 
 
 An introduction to the world's classical children's literature at increasing 

depth and sophistication. 
 
 
 Daily times set aside just for reading. 

 
 

Handwriting 
Control of the hand in preparation for writing is developed through many 
exercises including specially designed tasks in the use of the pencil. Montessori 
children will practice making letters from the time of their initial interest in 
writing at age 3 or 4. This training leads to the use of “movable alphabets,” 
which are easily manipulated wooden letters used for the early stages of phonetic 
word creation, the analysis of words, and spelling. These materials will be used to 
facilitate early reading and writing tasks during the period when young children are 
still not comfortable with their own writing skills. Even before the children are 
comfortable in their handwriting skills, they spell words, compose sentences and 
stories, and work on punctuation and capitalization with the moveable alphabets. 

 
 
 Tracing letters into sand. 

 
 
 Writing on special tilted, upright blackboards: unlined, wide-lined, and 

narrow-lined. 
 
 
 Writing on special writing tablets, becoming comfortable with script. 

 
 
 Cursive writing. 

 
 

Composition 
At an early age, before handwriting has been mastered, the children will compose 
sentences, stories, and poetry through oral dictations and with the use of the 
movable alphabet. Once handwriting is fairly accomplished, the children will 
begin to develop their composition skills. They will continue to develop these 
skills over the years at increasing levels of sophistication through: 
 

 
 



 Preparing written answers to simple questions. 
 
 
 Composing stories to follow a picture series. 

 
 
 Beginning to write stories or poems on given simple themes. 

 
 
 Preparing written descriptions of science experiments. 

 
 
 Preparing written reports. 

 
 
 Learning how to write letters. 

 
 
By age 9; in upper primary, research skills and the preparation of reports will 
become major components of our educational program. Students will research 
areas of interest or topics that have been assigned in depth, and prepare formal 
and informal, written and oral reports.  

Creative and expository composition skills continue to develop as the children 
advance from level to level. Students will be typically asked to write on a daily 
basis, composing short stories, poems, plays, reports, and news articles. 
 
 

Spelling 
Children will begin to spell using the movable alphabet to sound out and spell 
words as they are first learning to read. They will “take dictation,” spelling words 
called by the teacher as a daily exercise. The sequence of spelling, as with all 
language skills, will begin much earlier and continue throughout their education. 
Some of the activities that will be used in this curricular area are as follows: 

 
 
 Learning to sound out and spell simple phonetic words. 

 
 
 Learning to recognize and spell words involving phonograms. 

 
 
 Developing a first “personal dictionary” of words that they can spell. 

 
 
 Learning to recognize and spell the “puzzle words “of English: words that 

are non-phonetic and are not spelled as they sound. 
 
 
 Studying words involving compound words, contractions, singular and 

plural, masculine-feminine words, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, antonyms 
and homonyms. 

 
 



 
Grammar 
Our language curriculum will introduce our children to the function of the parts of 
speech one at a time through many games and exercises that isolate the one 
element under study. Montessori has assigned a geometric symbol to represent 
each element of grammar. For example, verbs are represented by a large red 
circle. The children analyze sentences by placing the symbols for the appropriate 
part of speech over each word. 
Once students have mastered the symbols for the parts of speech, they will 
perform more advanced exercises for several years with grammar boxes set up to 
allow them to analyze sentences by their parts of speech. Simple and compound 
sentences, clauses, verb voices, and logical analysis of variously constructed 
sentences are studied using many different hands-on materials and exercises. 
Students will continue their study of language from the early elementary years 
onward, reviewing as well as engaging new concepts and skills: tenses, moods, 
irregular verbs, person and number, the study of style, the study of grammatical 
arrangements in other languages 

 

MATHEMATICS/GEOMETRY 
 
The Montessori math curriculum is an integrated approach that builds upon itself 
as a child moves through the curriculum. The Method gives the child a strong 
foundation in mathematical concepts that include numeration, place value, 
qualitative and quantitative concepts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division), fractions, decimals, multiples, statistics, squaring, cubing, introduction 
of algebra, measurement, and the Pythagorean Theorem. In geometry, the child 
discovers relationships between figures, and learns the rules of geometry through 
discovery. 
Math curriculum topics include the following: 

 
 
 Montessori students learn the numbers and number symbols through the 

number rods, sandpaper numerals, association of number rods and 
numerals, spindle boxes, cards and counters, counting, sight recognition, 
and the concept of odd and even. 

 
 
 Introduction to the decimal system; units, tens, hundreds, thousands 

represented by specially prepared learning materials that show the decimal 
hierarchy in three-dimensional form: units=single beads, tens=a bar of 10 
units, hundreds=10 ten beads fastened together into a square, and 
thousands=a cube ten units long, ten units wide, and ten units high. The 
children learn to first recognize the quantities, then to form numbers with 



the bead or cube materials through 9999 and to read them back, to read 
and write numerals up to 9999, and to exchange equivalent quantities of 
units for tens, hundreds, etc. 

 
 
 Linear Counting: learning the number facts to ten (what numbers make ten, 

basic addition up to ten: counting by tens (34=three tens + four units) to one 
hundred 

 Development of the concept of the four basic mathematical operations: 
addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication through work with the 
Montessori Golden Bead Material. The child builds numbers with the bead 
material and performs mathematical operations. Work with this material 
over a long period is critical to the full understanding of abstract 
mathematics for all but a few exceptional children. This process tends to 
develop in the child a much deeper understanding of mathematics. 

 
 
  Memorization of the basic math facts: adding and subtracting numbers 

under 10 without the aid of the visual materials. 
 
 
 
  Development of further abstract understanding of addition, subtraction, 

division, and multiplication with large numbers through the Stamp Game: 
This manipulative system represents the decimal system as color keyed 
"stamps" and the small and large bead frames (color-coded abacuses). 

 
 
 Skip counting with the chains of the squares of the numbers from zero to ten: 

i.e., counting to 25 by 5's, to 36 by 6's, etc., for ages 5-6. This exercise 
develops the first understanding of the concept of the "square" of a number. 

 
 
 Skip-counting with the chains of the cubes of the numbers zero to ten: i.e., 

counting to 1,000 by ones or tens. Developing the first understanding of the 
concept of a "cube" of a number. 

 
 
 Beginning the "passage to abstraction:" the child begins to solve problems 

with paper and pencil while working with the visual, practical materials. 
Eventually, the materials are no longer needed. 

 
 
 Development of the concept of long multiplication and division through 

practical work with the bead and cube materials. The child engaged in this 
work is typically age 6 or younger, and cannot yet do such problems on paper 
without the hands-on materials. The objective is to develop the concept first. 

 Development of more abstract understanding of "short" division through 



more advanced manipulative materials (Division Board); movement to paper 
and pencil problems, and memorization of basic division facts. 

 Development of still more abstract understanding of "long" multiplication 
through highly advanced and manipulative materials (the Multiplication 
Checkerboard). 

 
 
 Development of still more abstract understanding of "long division" 

through highly advanced manipulative materials (Test Tube Division 
apparatus). 

 
 
 Solving problems involving parentheses, such as (3 X 4) - (2 + 9) =? 

 
 
 Introduction to problems involving tens of thousands, hundreds of 

thousands and millions. 
 
 
 Study of fractions: This activity normally begins when children using the short 

division materials find that they have a "remainder" of one and ask whether or 
not the single unit can be divided further. The study of fractions begins with 
practical materials (the fraction circles), and involves learning names, symbols, 
equivalencies common denominators, and simple 
addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication of fractions up to "tenths." 

 Study of fractions greater than one, comparing and ordering fractions. 
 
 
 Study of decimal fractions: all four mathematical operations. 

 
 
 Practical application problems, which are used to some extent from the 

beginning, become far more important around age 7-8 and afterward. 
Solving word problems and determining arithmetic procedures in real 
situations becomes a major focus. 

 
 
 Telling time 

 
 
 Money: units, history, equivalent sums, foreign currencies (units and 

exchange). 
 
 Real-life problems going from concrete to abstract. 
 
 
 Computing the squares and cubes of numbers: cubes and squares of 
binomials and trinomials. 
 
 
 Calculating square and cube roots: from concrete to abstract. 
 



 
 The history of mathematics and its application in science, engineering, 
technology and economics. 
 
 
 Reinforcing the application of mathematical skills to practical problems 
around the school and in everyday life. 
 
 
 Basic data gathering, graph reading and preparation, and statistical 
analysis. 
 
 
 Analyzing data in tables and graphs. 
 
 
 Writing, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities; an 
understanding of slope. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
 
Cosmic Education is the name of our elementary environmental science curriculum 
focused on the integrated study of the history of the universe, the coming of life, 
the creation of plants, animals, and humans; the development of civilizations 
throughout which geography, history, zoology, botany, and earth sciences are 
woven and from which mathematics, language, and the arts are derived. It 
emphasizes love and service as unifying principles and gives the children a sense of 
the meaning and purpose of their own and every other creature’s life on earth. 

 

The garden and our nature playground areas serve as outdoor classrooms and 
learning labs for animal and plant life studies, composting, sustainability, and 
ongoing observational activities as the outdoor natural areas and gardens will 
continue to be planned and created with significant student input. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
The Montessori geography curriculum begins with a focus on physical geography, 
specifically on land and water forms, and the study of biomes. As different 
continents are introduced, the child learns about the cultures of different 
countries, along with the ecology, economics, history, and indigenous plants and 
animals of these different places. The child will make and study political maps of 
the continents of the world, while also learning the history of mapmaking. The 
child develops an appreciation for diversity and a respect for all life. 

 
 

 



Physical geography 
 
 
 The Primary Globes: specially prepared globes for the very young child that 

isolate single concepts of globe study; how land and water are shown, and 
the corresponding shapes of the continents that they learned from the 
puzzle maps. 

 
 
 Puzzle maps: These are specially made maps in the forms of intricate, 

color-coded, wooden jigsaw puzzles representing the continents, the 
countries of each continent. They are presented to the children at an early 
age, and are at first enjoyed simply as challenging puzzles. Soon, however, 
the children begin to learn the names of given countries, and by age 6 are 
normally very familiar with the continents of the globe, the nations of 
Africa, Asia, South America, North America, and Europe. As soon as the 
children can read they begin to lay the puzzle pieces out and place the 
appropriate name labels to each as a reading and geography. 

 Land and water formations: materials designed to help the very young 
child understand basic land and water formations such as island, isthmus, 
peninsula, strait, lake, cape, bay, archipelago, etc. At first, they are 
represented by three-dimensional models of each, complete with water. 
Then the children learn to recognize the shapes on maps and learn about 
famous examples of each. 

 Transference to maps: Introduction to written names and various forms of 
maps, along with early study of the flora, fauna, landscapes, and people of 
the continents. 

 
 
 Maps and compass: Introduction to longitude and latitude, coordinate 

position on the globe, the Earth's poles, the magnetic poles, history and use 
of the compass, topographic maps, global positioning satellite devices, 
electronic charts. 

 
 
 An introduction to understand how the Earth was formed, origins, geologic 

forces, formations of the oceans and atmosphere, continental drift and 
tectonic plates, volcanoes, earth quakes, the ice ages and the formation of 
mountain ranges. 

 
 
 The study of coasts and land reliefs: hills, mountain ranges, volcanoes, 

valleys, plains, etc., and their formation, the animal life supported, and 
effect on people. 

 
 
 



 The study of the hydrosphere: ocean, rivers, lakes, and the water cycle 
 
 

Cultural geography 
 
 
 Countries are studied in many ways at all levels, beginning at about age 3- 

4. A number of festivals are held every year to focus on specific cultures 
and to celebrate life together. Study of Muslim festivals and a research on 
why Islam go against some festivals 

 
 
 Study of the regions, culture, and natural resources of Nigeria, including 

geography, climate, flora and fauna, major rivers and lakes, capitals, 
important cities, mountains, people, regional foods, traditions, etc. This 
begins at age 5 and continues at increasing depth at each level. 

 
 
 The detailed study of one nation at a time. Focus moves over the years 

from one continent to another, as the children's interest leads them. All 
aspects of the nation are considered: geography, climate, flora and fauna, 
major rivers and lakes, cities, mountains, people, food, religions, etc. 

 
Economic geography 

 
 
 Study of natural resources and how they are used by human being in 

production processes. 
 
 
 Imports and Exports: the interdependence of nations. 

 
 

EARTH/PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Earth science, in the Montessori curriculum, begins with an overview, and then 
progresses to detail. The child learns the functioning of the galaxies, the universe, 
the solar system, the formation of earth, seasons, natural wonders, the weather, 
rocks and minerals, etc. At the beginning of each academic year, the students are 
introduced to an impressionistic lesson of how our universe and earth were 
created. Learning progresses into the different studies, which will sometimes be 
led by the teacher, and other times will be led by student’s interest. As they learn 
about the discoveries of the past, they participate in present discovery through 
staging practical experiments. 
The ranges of topics studied in this curricular area are: 
 Lifecycles of water, oxygen, carbon-dioxide, and nitrogen. 

 
 
 The three states of matter. 

 



 
 Law of conservation of mass. 

 
 
 Elements and compounds. 

 
 
 Physical and chemical changes. 
 
 Research into the elements and study of the periodic table. 

 
 
 Introduction to chemistry lab experiments. 

 
 
 Development of skills in careful observation, record keeping, and 
description, and the use of increasingly sophisticated techniques of 
measurement. 

 
 
 Development of skills using common scientific apparatus: microscopes, 
telescopes, hand lens, collecting field specimens, dissecting, preparing 
displays. 

 
 
 Development of field science skills: tracking, listening, observing. 

 
 
 Development of scientific inquiry skills: forming hypothesis, designing 
experiments, and recording results. 

 
 
 Study of the great inventions, machines, and technology; and their effect on 
society throughout history. 

 
 
 Study of the great scientists. 

 
 
 Introduction to the physical sciences: 

 
 

 Geology and mineralogy 
 
 

 Meteorology 
 
 

 Astronomy and cosmology 
 
 
 Elementary physics: light, electricity, magnetic fields, gravity, mass. 

 
 
 Comparison of length, volume, density, temperature, and other physical 
properties. 

 



 
 Preparing and analyzing graphs and data displays; basic statistics. 
 
BIOLOGY 

The biology study has three main areas of focus. The first area of focus is to 
discover, to observe, and to experiment with plants and animals, their needs, and 
variety. The second area of focus is to learn about the evolution of plant and 
animals. The third area of focus is to learn about the classification of plants and 
animals. This is a personal journey of discovery, guided by the teacher, wherein 
children will team for research projects and lessons. Ecology provides a 
framework for students to bring together all the details regarding the living world. 
A list of the range of topics studied in this curricular area is shown below. 

 
 
 Differentiation between living and non-living things. 

 
 
 Differentiation between animals and plants; basic characteristics. 

 
 
 Observation of animals in nature. 

 
 
 First puzzles representing the biological parts of flowers, root systems, and 

trees, along with the anatomical features of common animals. These are 
first used by very young children and puzzles, then as a means to learn the 
vocabulary, then are related to photos and/or the "real thing," then traced 
onto paper, and finally with labels as a reading experience. 

 
 
 Nomenclature cards: 

 
 

 Botany: identifying, naming, and labeling the parts of plants, 
trees, leaves, roots, and flowers. 

 
 

 Zoology: identifying, naming, and labeling the external parts of 
human beings, insects, fish, birds, and other animals. 

 
 

 Introduction of the families of the animal kingdom, and 
identification and classification of animals into the broad 
families. Introduction to the basic characteristics, lifestyles, 
habitats, and means of caring for young of each family in the 
animal kingdom 



 Introduction to ecology: habitat, food chain, adaptation to environment 
and climate, predator-prey relationships, camouflage, and other body 
adaptations of common animals. 

 
 
 Soil composition. 

 
 
 Advanced elementary biology study: the names and functions of different 

forms of leaves, 'flowers, seeds, trees, plants, and animals. This usually 
begins with considerably more field work collecting specimens or 
observing. 

 
 
 Study of evolution and the development of life on the Earth over the eons. 

 
 
 
 Study of the internal parts of vertebrates: limbs, body coverings, lungs, 

heart, skeleton, and reproduction. 
 
 
 
  Advanced study of plants in class, greenhouse and garden: experimenting 

with soil, nutrients, light, etc. 
 
 
 
 More advanced study of the animal kingdom: classification by class and 

phyla. 
 
 
 The plant kingdom: Study of the major families of plant life on the Earth 

and classification by class and phyla. 
 
 
 Animal behavior: detailed observation. 

 
 
 Ecology: Advanced study of the interrelationships of life forms. 

 
 
 Environmental science and natural resources conservation. 

 
 
 Hydrologic cycle. 



HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCE 
The history curriculum begins with an emphasis on prehistoric life, plants, and 
animals. The children are encouraged to research and discover about early life 
through the making of timelines, researching animals and plants, researching 
different periods and the plants and animals that lived at that time, how fossils 
were made, etc. 
The curriculum includes the history of humans and early generations. As the child 
develops, the emphasis shifts to early civilizations, from tribal culture and ancient 
civilizations to the development of modern cities. 

 
 
 The basic needs of humans are food, shelter, clothing, defense, 

transportation, culture, law, religion or spiritual enlightenment, love, and 
adornment. This study begins at age 5-6 and continues throughout the 
curriculum. 

 
 
 The concept of time and historical time is developed through many 

activities and repeated at deeper complexity. 
 
 
 Telling time on the clock. 

 
 
 Timelines of the child's life. 

 
 
 Timelines showing the activities of a day, week, month, year. 

 
 
 Family trees. 

 
 
 Timeline of the Earth's history. 

 
 
 Timeline of ancient nations to modem history. 

 
 
 The story of the evolution of the planet and its life forms over the eons is 

first studied at about age 6, along with an overview of human history. This 
is repeated throughout the curriculum in increasing depth of study. 

 
 
 Each year the child continues to study and analyze the needs, culture, 

technology, and social history of various periods in history. The trends of 



human achievement are charted, such as the development of 
transportation, architecture, great inventions, and great leaders. 

 
 
 The upper elementary level history program follows a 3-year cycle of 

thematic study. Students study whichever themes are being presented that 
year regardless of their age. In year 1 of the cycle, the class will focus on 
the beginning of the universe, formation of the earth, and early human 
civilizations. These topics were first introduced at the lower elementary 
level. At this level, students will go into considerably greater depth and 
prepare increasingly sophisticated projects and research reports. 

 
 
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) 

 
STEM is the integration of science, technologies, engineering and mathematics 
concept using project-based and cooperative learning. STEM activities are 
incorporated in a cross-curricular manner throughout the school. This is carried 
out in the classrooms and garden, In addition to the science and math curricula, 
teachers are expected to complete a minimum of two engineering projects per 
year. In the engineering process, students follow the design thinking process of 
identifying, defining, exploring and assessing. Teachers are expected to integrate 
the 21st century learning skills of critical thinking, collaboration, creativity, and 
communication into their teaching and learning practices. Students are also 
encouraged to use technology in these processes. 

 

TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION 
 
All classrooms are equipped with interactive smart boards (except for preschool 
and kindergarten), which allow teachers to deliver lessons in a more engaging 
style that enriches student learning. Elementary classrooms will be equipped with 
desktop computers and printer. Students use tools for developing keyboarding, 
coding and programming, word processing, spreadsheet, multimedia 
presentation, digital literacy, and video-editing skills, doing research, web-based 
learning, and reinforcing academic skills through educational apps. 



 
 
 
ISLAMIC AND QUR'ANIC STUDIES 

 
In Islamic Studies, we lay a foundation of beliefs and values (also known as 
‘aqeedah) in addition to the basic rites of worship, ‘ibaadaat, practicing the moral 
and ethical decision-making process that is most essential to a successful life. 
Helping students understand their important role as contributing members of the 
Muslim and wider community. 

 

In learning the Qur’an, students will have an understanding of the meaning of the 
verses, at least to what is developmentally appropriate. The Quranic Studies 
curriculum provides a mix of verses for comprehension and discussion, and those 
for memorization which can be used mainly for prayer and recitation purposes. 
With a grasp of the meaning of the Qur’an, children can develop a feeling towards 
Allah, knowing Him through His book and appreciating the great knowledge and 
beauty of His words. 

 

ARABIC 
 
Introduction of Arabic alphabet, vowels, diphthongs, words, phrases, and clauses; 
Students continue to learn the Arabic language through stories by listening and 
looking at pictures. Teachers encourage students to describe these pictures, 
talking about colors, size, numbers and location of items in them. Students are 
asked to rearrange the sequences of the events of the stories and to predict their 
endings. In addition students evaluate the characters, actions, reactions, and 
express what they like or dislike. Students creatively change the ending of written 
words, phrases and sentences; Decoding and practicing handwriting. 

 

SPECIALS 
 
The following programs are provided on a weekly basis for all students: 

 
 Art and craft 
 Literacy club 



 STEM 
 Programming 
 CTE (Career and Technical education) 

 
 
 
 

CO-CURRICULA ACTIVITIES 
 
 Tahfidh & Tejwid 
 Swimming 
 Chess & Scrabble 
 Literacy Club 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
We will use variety of formative and summative assessments to gauge the extent 
of student learning and acquisition of essential skills. All preschool, nursery 1 and 
2 will be assessed but no exams; examinations start from lower primary 

 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
 
Quizzes 

 
Students take quizzes in various subject areas to assess learning over shorter 
periods. This quick form of assessment allows teacher to gauge how to 
proceed with the curriculum to best meet the needs of all of students. 

 

Independent Class work 
 
This serves as an ongoing indicator of what students understand on a daily 
basis and helps teachers determine how to proceed and pace the curriculum. 
 
Science Fair Workshop 

 
The Science Fair Workshop will be used to involve teachers at formative 
assessment points while students are in the process of working on their 
projects. Teachers assess written portions of the project, the formation of Excel 
graphs for data collection, and scientific inquiry 

 

 



Portfolios 
 
Teachers will create a portfolio of baseline assessments and sample work for 
each child. At the end of the every term, teachers share this information with 
parents at parent/teacher conferences as well as a copy of the progress report 
for parents to know precisely how their child's teacher will assess students for 
the remainder of the school year and for future years. 

 

Report Cards 
 
The results of a combination of the assessments listed above, together with 
other tests, quizzes, projects, and observations by teachers are reflected in 
students’ report cards. Skills listed on school report cards show a progression of 
growth for students. Teachers work together as a team to develop a set of 
grade-specific basic skills for each academic area of the curriculum. Instead of 
just reporting an overall grade, teachers assess several different skills that make 
up the composite grade. It is important to ensure that skills chosen show 
consistency and sequential growth across the grade levels. Students receive a 
progress report each term and a report card at the end of 3rd term. The report 
card contains detailed comments by teachers of areas of progress and 
recommendations for future growth. 

 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
 
Chapter tests 

 
Teachers use chapter tests to assess the understanding of students in Science, 
Maths, Social studies, Islamic studies, Reading, and Language Arts. The results 
are then used to drive instruction and to differentiate the learning of students. 

 
 
Unit tests 

 
These are administered at the end of each Reading unit, and allow students to 
demonstrate their knowledge through multiple-choice, short answer, and essay 
responses. 

 

 
 



Culminating Projects 
 
This project-based learning experience is used as an assessment tool for Science, 
Islamic Studies, and Social Studies. Students work individually or in teams to 
complete various forms of projects to demonstrate their understanding of 
content covered in subject areas. These include but are not limited to 
presentations, labs or experiments, essays, class debates, poetry reading, skits, 
recitations, dioramas, etc. 

 

FINALS 
 

End of term exams are taken from Primary 1 to 6 in all main curricular 
areas including Math, Reading, Writing, Science, Social Studies, Quran, 
Arabic, and Islamic Studies. In addition to students being given the 
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, it also helps prepare 
students for the rigors of secondary school and higher education. 


